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e \(\\ MEHA has always been a ngmofit, nongovernmental, professional
777,4\5500\ organization that was founded and remains a way to promote the pro-
- fessional development of environmental health professionals in the
President great state of Minnesota. This has never been more evident than at

Rob Carper our recent annual spring conference. Our keynote speaker

(Bob Custard) kicked off our educational sessions with heartfelt sto-
Summer 2011 Issug'ies that had many feeling proud of their work, how they conduct
Volume 41. No. 3 themselves when interacting with the public, and left them with ideas
y ) on how they can improve. We are all professionals and we should all
strive to present a positive image to our public.
IN THIS EDITION
We should all have some fun, too. This was very evident with our
NEHA Region 4 scholarship fundraising golf tournament, our awards banquet recog-
Address nizing our best members, and all the other networking opportunities
that left us smiling about who we are and being proud of what we do
State Science & En- |for our citizens.

gineering Awards
| have been a member since 1992 and this was the first year | was

MEHA 50th Anniver- |able to participate in the golf tournament. Being the weakest link

sary Conference (hacker) on our team, | was not sure what to expect. Well, we had a
Photos great time. | hit some great shots but | also missed the ball a few
ti mes (we called those fpractice s\
Recipient of the helped each other. By the looks of it, all the other teams were having
Frank A. Staffenson | a great time and working together, too. Not necessarily to win the
Award tournament, but more importantly to have some fun with others we
dondt get to spend much time with.
Calendar of Events tournament to those who have nottrigda&nd it 6s for a go
too!!!

Member Updates
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Congratulations té\ngie Wheeley the recipient of the Frank Staffenson Outstanding Environ-
mental Health Professional award. | have known Angie for many years and cannot think of
anyone more deserving. | admire her dedication to our profession.

Our two merit award winners were Sharon Smith and Laura Schmidt, who both serve on our
conference planning committee. These two professionals have organized and brought us fantas-
tic educational conferences for the past few
they have to do to make these conferences happen. They both have environmental health day
jobs and put many hours of their own time in making these conferences a success. The
conferences this year have had some awesome speakers with some diverse and interesting
topics, keeping our members on the cutting edge. Congratul&i@men and Laur@® you

The networking possibilities were over the top, as usual. We had in our presence (because they
are members) nationally and internationally recognized epidemiologists (Craig Hedberg, Kirk
Smith, & Carlota Medus). The famous Bill Marler was again one of our great speakers. We
also had in our presence a NEHA regional vice president (Bob Custard) who announced he has
presidential aspirations. He will certainly remember his new friends in Minnesota. (We were
Minnesota Nice.) Of course, there were all of you, our members, to network with. That in

itself is worth the price of admission.

| look forward to serving the members of MEHA as your president this year. | believe it will be

an exciting time in our history. Dondét forge
is our 5¢" anniversary. We have a new websitev(v.mehaonline.ord and we plan on taking

steps to promote our profession in a meaningful way. And most important to our success, we
have great volunteers. |l challenge all of yo
have to be big or take a lot of time; it just has to be something. All of us together will make a

big difference.

Stay tuned.

Your President,
Rob Carper


http://www.mehaonline.org
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NEHA Region 4 VP Report
Keith Johnson, R.S.

Continuing Ed and Professional Development That 6 s wh

Hereds hoping that you, the reader, fin
and that youdre not holding one of thos
ever is the time to keep your credenti a
the time to rely on others within your profession to hold what we do up to the light so the
decision makers can see its value. These are the reasons we belong to NEHA.

The Annual Educational Conference in Columbus OH is probably going on as you read this.

Nationally, attendance is down a |ittle
the option of attending the conference virtudlijyst log into neha.org and follow the links.
This is only the second year web6ve of fe
inception.

|l m al so | ooking forward to the Region
year . I'tés always a great conference W
|l 611 see many of you at the AEC in Coluwu

regional VPs will be hosting Region 4, where we hope to come up with success stories {
the world the great things this profession has done and can do.
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Keith Johnson, R.S.

Region 4 VP

Administrator, Custer Health, Mandan, ND 58554
Keith.johnson@custerhealth.com

701-667-3370

MEHA is on Facebook! Visit our page and
join the group! Pl e
share MEHA news and other interesting
Environmental Health info with you in a
timely manner.
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State Science & Engineering Fair Awards Committee

On March 21, 2011 MEHA presented the second annua
awards to high school and middle school students at the Minnesota State Science and Engineering Fair

at the Sheraton Hotel in BloomingtoAwards were judged by four (4) MEHA members for the best

project for environmental factors impacting public health.

The award recipients in the high school division were:
FirstPlacee$200 to Katie Morris, New Prague Senior Hi |
of Bl each Affect the Resistance of E. Coli ?0
SecondPlace$ 100 to Sachin Rao and Sid Gopinath, Hopk

tive Effectiveness of Water Purification Techn
Third Place:$ 50 t o Matt Krych, ChamplkWans hHinggho School , i
Honorable MentionCer t i fi cate to Beth Errett, Park Chri st
tion Affect Water Quality?0o
Honorable MentionCer t i fi cate to Emily Wood, Mi nnesota NEe

ping: Chi ps and Dipbo

The award recipients in the middle school division were:

FirstPlacee$100 to Tim Renier, Holy Rosary School, AC.
fectiveness of Hand Hygiene and Reduce Absence Rates Due to lliness Among Stu-
dents??Phase?20

SecondPlace$ 50 to Katherine Placht a, Holy Rosary Sch

That?A Study of What is REALLY in Your Soda Foun
Honorable MentionCer t i fi cate to Gates LeSavage, Holy Ros
Contaminated With Bacteria After 5 Seconds Of
Honorable MentionCer t i fi cate to EIli zabet h ScioDeé&dior, Cal vi
Al i veo

Honorable MentionCer t i fi cate to Sydney Nelson, Woodl and
A Study of Bacteri al Col ony Counts on the Clot
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Committee Members:
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Joe Hibberd, R.S., Chair
Ramsey County

¥ 9 Kim Carlton, R.S.,
City of St. Paul

Nichelle Danielson, R.S.
4 City of Minnetonka

— Nicole Koktavy
{ Minnesota Department of
Health
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MN Food Code Rule Revision

Submitted by Angie Wheeler

MEHA was given the honor of having a voting seat on the Minnesota Food Code Rule Revision
Advisory Committee. Early in the process, a survey was sent to our membership to obtain
anonymous opinions on hot topics that the committee was expecting to address. The bulk of
this committeeds worugtoyosropmnmmplo#st e and a foll o
47.8% of our respondents supported the adoption of the 2009 FDA Model Code with
Code Consensus Committee consideration.
30.4% supported the adoption of the 2009 FDA Food Code with the updates recom-
mended by the Conference for Food Protection that were agreed upon by the FDA
(annex inclusion).
21.7% supported a rewrite of the Minnesota Code with a focus on regional hazards us-
ing peer reviewed science that supports each regulation.

The advisory committee recommended the adoption of the 2009 Model Code with consensus
committee and advisory committee revisions.

80.4% supported the rewriting of the employee illness language based on recommenda-
tions from Minnesota Epidemiology subject matter experts.

The advisory committee recommended adoption of employee iliness rule language suggested by
MDH- Epi.

60.9% supported adding language on nail brush use and special hand wash procedures
currently not included in the FDA code

The advisory committee recommended adding language on nail brush use and special hand-
wash procedures

69.6% supported the retention of NSF/ANSI standards requirements for food service
equipment

The advisory committee recommended the retention of NSF/ANSI requirements.
Look for stakeholder meetings scheduled in the coming months in your area. Support the hours

of work dedicated to this collaborative venture that included your peers and your professional
association.
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On Site Sampling Services

Education Seminars at
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Soil & Water
-3427
heck out our Horizon Advanced Agquatic

Looking for additional education?

ing Laboratory Since

(507) 235
rtmvtl@front

¢ 1126 North Front Street

* Microbiological & Chemical

* Environmental
* Water & Wastewater

MN 56073
Fax

il

Visit us on the Web

Ema
Certified Pool and Operator Course

Horizon CPO Serminars
651.917.3075 » 800.969.0454 ® 651.917.3087 (fax)
Cost: $245.00
8-3:30pm - St. Paul, MM
8-5:30pm - Duluth, MN

and COMPREHENSIVE RESULTS

LABORATORIES, Inc.

P.O. Box 249

New Ulm,
FOR RELIABLE ¢ FAST « COMPLETE

www.cp-nsemi nars.com

ACIL
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Full schedule, registration and details at

Your Full Service Independent Test

e Agricultural - Soil & Water

e Food & Nutrition
* Feed & Manure
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2011 Schedule

February 23-24
June B-9
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operate swimming pools and spas, and meet the mandatory State Health Department requirements for pool operator

certification. For more information visit us online at www.cposeminars.oom.




Minnesota Environmental Health
Association
50th Anniversary Celebration
| 1961-2011 |

MEHA is looking for recipes from
members for a cookbook that will be printed in honor of
our 50th year and be available at the fall NEHA

Conference in Rochester.

Please include your favorite recipes, your name, where
you work and any other information you would like to

share.

| Send recipes to:
Molly.Wellens@ci.maplewood.mn.us
Or
Lori.Green@co.ramsey.mn.us
By August 15, 2011



MEHA Spring Conference
Ruttger’s 2011-50th Annivetsaty Yeat

MINNESOTA ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH
Established 19641

MEHA President Rob Carper angynote
SpeakerBob Custer , NEHA Region VP from VA

Retiree Harvey McPhee attending the
50th anniversary celebration

MEHA Historical Display Bill Marler presenting at the
conference



MEHA Spring Conference
Ruttger’s 2011-50th Anniversary Year



